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EXTERNAL EMAIL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Tony Slinn
To: CIL Mailbox
Subject: Community Infrastructure Levy application made by the Knockholt Village Centre Committee
Date: 07 December 2020 17:13:46
Importance: High

Antony J Slinn
Chairman, The Knockholt Society

07 December 2020
 
Community Infrastructure Levy Dept.,
Sevenoaks District Council
Council Offices, Argyle Rd
Sevenoaks TN13 1HG
 
Sent by email to: cil@sevenoaks.gov.uk
 
Dear Sir/Madam
I write on behalf of the Knockholt Society in support of the Community Infrastructure
Levy (CIL) application made by the Knockholt Village Centre Committee (KVCC) in
order to renovate and update the Village Centre.
The Centre is at the heart of village life and, like almost all of our numerous clubs and
social organisations, the Society bases its activities around the Centre. We have been
concerned for some time, however, by the deteriorating condition of the building, which is
badly in need of repair and renovation to both bring it up to today’s standards and cut the
increasing costs that old and outdated equipment—eg: the central heating system, single-
glazed windows—inevitably incur.
Over many years the Society has become the curator of Knockholt’s history and has
collated a significant, and in some cases unique, number of documents. These include
photographs of village life, clubs, organisations and characters dating to 1870. While these
have been digitised (and are available as a DVD), the originals are irreplaceable.
At the moment, all these documents are stored in my loft—which doesn’t make them
easily accessible!
For some years, the Society and KVCC have looked at ways to securely store them at the
Village Centre where everyone in the village can have access to them. If successful,
KVCC’s CIL application provides the perfect opportunity to make this happen and the
Society has asked that renovation plans for the Centre include an area where our—and
indeed other important village documents—can be stored with access for all.
Knockholt has a rich history. During World War II, for example, it was a ‘Station Y’, one
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of the many set up across Britain that tracked enemy radio nets, logging every letter and
figure. The messages were then couriered to Bletchley Park (Station X) to be deciphered.
Other buildings close by were also involved in secret activities that played a significant
role in the design of equipment used during the war.
It is important for the future that we have a documented history of the village so future
generations can understand the important role Knockholt had in the past. The Society thus
totally supports KVCC’s CIL application to renovate and modernise this key facility.
Yours sincerely,

 



EXTERNAL EMAIL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize
the sender and know the content is safe.

From: Karen
To: CIL Mailbox
Cc: treasurer@knockholtvillagecentre.org.uk
Subject: Knockholt Village Centre
Date: 08 December 2020 18:13:19

Knockholt Amateur Theatre Society (KATS) at Knockholt Village Centre 

Dear Sir or Madam

I am writing in support of the Knockholt Village Centre’s CIL funding application. 

KATS has been an active society in the village since 1946 and is wholly reliant on the
facilities in the main hall for all of our regular rehearsals and productions. We are fully
embedded in the Centre; for instance, we have purchased, installed and maintained our
fixed stage sound and lighting systems in the hall for many years now. Once restrictions
are lifted we hope to back in the Village Centre to put on a show to cheer up our regular
audiences as quickly as we can. 

We do hope that you will look favourably on the Centre’s bid for support from CIL. We
are acutely aware that without the hall hire income from clubs and societies such as ours
the Centre struggles financially and our absence for so long has been of concern. 

Yours faithfully, 

Karen Burchett 
Chairman 

KATS
Registered Charity no. 294634
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From: Raymond Picot

To: CIL Mailbox

Subject: CIL application - Knockholt Village Centre

Date: 12 January 2021 20:11:28

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the

content is safe.

Community Infrastructure Levy Dept.,

Sevenoaks District Council

Council Offices, Argyle Rd

Sevenoaks TN13 1HG

12 January 2021

Dear Sirs

Knockholt Books is a community library permanently based at the Village Centre, providing a free service for

all ages of residents in and around the village. It was started by a group of volunteers under the banner of the

community support group Knockholt Help, through an on-line appeal for books and jigsaw puzzles to support

residents during during the first COVID-19 lockdown.

The residents donated all the books and puzzles we received, which were collated digitally and circulated each

week through our local on-line service, Knockholt Grapevine, for distribution or collection at the Village

Centre. Our selection of books grew weekly through continued donations and we were eventually able to allow

residents to view them inside the Centre on tables temporarily located in the foyer. Even after the nearby town

public libraries had reopened, the level of support we received remained consistent, no doubt attracted to the

relative ease of access.

Responding to popular request for us to be given a permanent facility, the Village Centre committee offered us

the former Library Room (the old public library annexe was closed many years ago due to cuts in funding). This

was fitted out with new bookshelves through generous funding from the Parish Council, along with some units

from SDC, surplus to their requirements. The new library was opened at the beginning of September 2020, and

the following month our MP, Laura Trott, conducted the official opening; she commented enthusiastically on

our initiative and well stocked resource.

In our new setting our volunteers provide a friendly and knowledgable welcome to all users. Our large range of

books, both fiction and factual, for all ages, continues to grow, alongside the continued popularity of jigsaw

puzzles, all available at no charge. An additional benefit is educational resource material which benefits

students. With poor transport links to the nearest town public libraries, we have become an attractive option also

for residents of nearby villages. It is also evident that we have achieved a social dimension to our service, which

we look forward to enhancing through a regular meeting place with hot drinks served through a new kitchen.

When Rainbow Pre-School relocate to the Centre, we shall be able to co-ordinate with them our respective

collections of books for younger children.

Knockholt Books strongly supports the application for the CIL Grant to enable the refurbishment of Knockholt

Village Centre which, in turn, will allow the continuation of our valued service to the Community.

Kind regards

Cllr Raymond Picot

Lead Volunteer, Knockholt Books

Rivendell,

Pound Lane,

Knockholt Kent TN14 7NE

Tel: 

Email: r
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From: J ROBERTS

To: CIL Mailbox

Subject: Knockholt Village Centre - cil Funding Application

Date: 21 December 2020 10:21:34

Dear Sevenoaks cil

I write on behalf of Knockholt Horticultural Society (KHS) in support of the KVCC
application for funding in respect of the Knockholt village centre refurbishment.

KHS is we believe the oldest social society in Knockholt having been founded in 1889, the
membership of which has risen gradually over recent years to a current level of 100
members.

The village centre is an essential asset enabling the continuation of the Society. We use the
centre regularly for our annual Summer & Autumn Shows (usually attended by 70/80
people), our AGM, Quiz Night and 'ad hoc' talks, lectures and demonstrations.

As a Charity we regularly hold fund raising events and in recognition of the importance of
the village centre to our Society we contribute a proportion of funds raised to the village
centre maintenance fund alongside our charitable beneficiaries.

The village centre is a vital community asset and we urge your support by approving the
grant application to enable future generations to benefit from the use of the building as we
have.

Many thanks

Clwyd Roberts
Chairman
Knockholt Horticultural Society



From: Rainbow Pre-school

To: CIL Mailbox

Subject: Knockholt Village Centre Council CIL application

Date: 09 December 2020 23:24:33

EXTERNAL EMAIL: Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the

content is safe.

This e-mail is to support Knockholt Village Centre Council's application for funding to refurbish the Village

Centre building.  It has always been the intention that Rainbow Pre-school (soon to be operating as Super Stars

Pre-school) would operate from the Village Centre when we were ask to move from St Katharine’s School to

release the porta cabin we occupied there.

There are a number of reasons why Rainbow Pre-school supports this application

Rainbow Pre-school has been part of the local community for over 40 years providing childcare to a 'Good'

standard as stated in our last Ofsted report and supporting many local events such as the Horticultural Society

shows and Knockholt carnival as well as putting on our own funding events.  Operating from Knockholt Village

Centre keeps us as part of the local community.  Also the majority of our staff live in the locality, so we provide

local employment opportunities and in the past have taken on apprentices.

Rainbow Pre-school presently operates from a porta cabin at Coolings Green & Pleasant and only have

temporary planning permission which expires in November 2023, so needs to have a more permanent home.

The porta cabin is also beginning to show its age having recently had huge external repairs done and now the

interior needs to be updated in the near future.

The central location of the Village Centre and the fact there is plenty of parking available means access is good

for parents.

It will also improve our finances as the move to the Village Centre will gives us the opportunity to offer

additional wrap around care such as breakfast and after school clubs and holiday clubs.  We could also offer the

classroom for training purposes. The larger size of the room means we would be able to offer more places too.

Being able to offer more places also means we can respond to any likely growth in places required due to new

housing developments and the fact that other local pre-schools have closed due to the financial impact of

COVID-19.

Yours faithfully

Sandra Burgess

Manager
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